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dealings with cities that demanded freedom, and the firmness demanded the massacre of all male adults of a rebellious Melos and selling their women and children as slaves, much as they prized "freedom" and "democracy" for themselves. It demanded the slaughter of 1,000 ringleaders of the Mytilene rebellion: the logic of imperialism demanded it. Said Cleon to the Athenian Assembly: "You should remember that your empire is a despotism exercised over unwilling subjects who are always conspiring against you; they do not obey in return for any kindness which you do them to your own injury, but only in so far as you are their master; they have no love for you, but they are held down by force."*
Gifted with lucid reasoning, the Athenians could make a no less eloquent defence of power politics and ''expediency" against "honour" than ourselves. In the famous debate betwreen the Athenians and the Melians, the former said:
But you and.we should say what we really think, and aim only at what is possible, for we both alike know that into the discussion of human affairs the question of justice only enters where the pressure of necessity is equal, and that the powerful exact what they can, and the weak grant what they must. . . . Of the gods we believe, and of -man we know, that by a law of. their nature wherever they can rule they will. This law was not made by us, and we are not the first who have acted on it; we did but inherit it, and shall bequeath it to all time, and we know that you and all mankind, if you were as strong as we are, would do as we do."f*
Peloponnesiau War, Bk. Ill, Ch. 37. Ibid., Bk. V, Ch. 89 and 105.